
RECEPTION MEDIUM TERM PLAN SUMMER 2  

The Big Question 
What’s beyond the waves? (Water, water, everywhere) 

 

Launch Assembly:  WOW Day: ‘Foley on Sea’ day 
 

Foley 5: Care and 
Kindness 

Freedom and Friendship 

Foley 5: Individuality 
Responsibility 

Foley 5: Community 
Tolerance and Trust 

 

Foley 5: Resilience  
Strength and weakness 

Foley 5: Growth 
Respect and Sustainability 

Foley 5: Care and Kindness 
Individual rights and Peace 

Everything starts with a read! 
  
 
 
 
 

Local: Explore where we are and do we live near 
the ocean. 

 

National: Where in our country the seaside is.  
Have the children been to the seaside? 

 

International: Holidays abroad. 
Explore the oceans of the world and the creatures 

that live in them. 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 Self-Regulation 
I can show an understanding 
of my own feelings and those 
of others, and begin to 
regulate my behaviour 
accordingly 
 
I can set and work towards 
simple goals, being able to 
wait for what I want and 
control my immediate 
impulses when appropriate 
 
I can give focused attention to 
what the teacher says, 
responding appropriately even 
when I am engaged in activity, 
and show an ability to follow 
instructions involving several 
ideas or actions. 
 

Communication and Language 

 Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

 I can listen attentively and 
respond to what I hear with 
relevant questions, comments 
and actions when being read 
to and during whole class 
discussions and small group 
interactions 
 
I can make comments about 
what I have heard and ask 
questions to clarify my 
understanding 
 
I can hold a conversation 
when engaged in back-and-
forth exchanges with my 
teacher and peers. 
 

Physical Development 

 Gross Motor Skills  
I can negotiate space and 
obstacles safely, with 
consideration for myself and 
others. 
 
I can demonstrate strength, 
balance and co-ordination 
when playing. 
 
I can move energetically, such 
as running, jumping, dancing, 
hopping, skipping and 
climbing. 
 
 

 Fine Motor Skills 
I can hold a pencil effectively 
in preparation for fluent 
writing – using a tripod grip in 
almost all cases. 
 

Literacy 

 Comprehension 
I can demonstrate 
understanding of what has 
been read to me by retelling 
stories and narratives using 
my words and recently 
introduced vocabulary. 
 
I can anticipate, where 
appropriate, key events in 
stories 
 
I can use and understand 
recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions 
about stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems and during 
role-play. 
I can follow instructions using 
several ideas or actions. 
 

Mathematics 

 Numbers and number 
patterns: 
 
I have a deep understanding 
of number to 10, including the 
composition 
I can recognise and name 
numerals to 10. 
I can match a quantity to a 
numeral to 10 
I can show numbers to 10 in a 
range of representations. 
I can show how numbers to 10 
can be composed of 2 or more 
parts. 
I can subitise up to 5 
I can subitise up to 10 
I can automatically recall 
number bonds up to 5 
I can automatically recall 
number bonds up to 10. 
 

 UW 
People, Culture and 
Communities  

 

 I can describe my immediate 
environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps 

 

 I know some similarities and 
differences between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 

I can explain some similarities 
and differences between life 
in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 Creating with Materials 
 
I can safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting 
with colour, design, texture, 
form and function. 
 
I can share my creations, 
explaining the process I have 
used. 
 
I can make use of props and 
materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and 
stories. 
 
I can develop my own ideas 
through selecting and using 
materials and working on 
processes that interest me. 
 



I can talk about the things I 
enjoy, I am good at, and about 
the things I don’t find easy. 
 
I am resourceful in finding 
support when I need help or 
information. 
 
I am beginning to talk about 
the plans I have made to carry 
out activities and what I might 
change if I were to repeat 
them. 
 

 Managing Self:  
I am confident to try new 
activities and show 
independence, resilience and 
perseverance in the face of 
challenge 
 
I can explain the reasons for 
rules, know right from wrong 
and try to behave accordingly 
 
I can manage my own basic 
hygiene and personal needs, 
including dressing, going to 
the toilet and understanding 
the importance of healthy 
food choices. 
 
I can sometimes play group 
games with rules. 
 
I am confident to speak to a 
class group. 
 
I am developing an 
understanding that someone 
else’s point of view can be 
different from mine. 
 
I am beginning to resolve 
minor disagreements through 
listening to others to come up 
with a fair solution. 
 
 
 

 Building Relationships 

I can listen to instructions and 
follow them accurately, asking 
for clarification if I need it. 

I can listen attentively with 
sustained concentration to 
follow a story without pictures 
or props. 

I can listen in a larger group 
beyond that of my classroom 
(e.g. assembly.) 
 
 
Speaking 
I can participate in small 
group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering my own 
ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary 
 
I can offer explanations for 
why things might happen, 
making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when appropriate. 
 
I can express my ideas and 
feelings about my experiences 
using full sentences, including 
use of past, present and 
future tenses and making use 
of conjunctions, with 
modelling and support from 
my teacher. 
 
I show some awareness of the 
listener by making changes to 
my language and non-verbal 
features. 
 
I can recount experiences and 
imagine possibilities. 
 
I can use a range of 
vocabulary in imaginative 
ways to add information, 
express ideas or to explain or 
justify actions or events. 

 
 

I can use a range of small 
tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery 
 
I am beginning to show 
accuracy and care when 
drawing 
 
 
I am beginning to be able to 
write on lines and control the 
size of my letters 
 

 
 

I can answer how and why 
questions about my own 
experiences. 
 
I can answer how and why 
questions in response to 
stories or events. 
 
I can express my views about 
events or characters after 
listening to a story. 
 
I can understand humour. 

 Word Reading  
I can say a sound for each 
letter in the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs. 

 
I can read words consistent 
with my phonic knowledge by 
sound-blending 

 
I can read aloud simple 
sentences and books that are 
consistent with my phonic 
knowledge, including some 
common exception words. 
 
I can suggest what a story 
might be about from the title, 
blurb or illustrations. 
 
I can talk about main points or 
key events in a simple text. 
 
I can sequence the important 
parts of a story in order. 
 
I can recognise language 
patterns in stories, poems and 
other texts, e.g. repeated 
phrases, rhyme, alliteration. 
 
I can choose and share my 
favourite books I like to read 
for pleasure from a selection. 
 

 Writing 
I can write recognisable 
letters, most of which are 
correctly formed 

I can use quantities and 
objects up to 20. 
I can recognise and name 
numerals 10 -20 
I can add two quantities 
within 20. 
I can subtract two quantities 
within 20. 
I can use numicon to 
represent the teen numbers. 

  

 Numerical Patterns 

  
I can verbally count beyond 
20, recognizing the pattern of 
the counting system 
 
I am beginning to count 
reliably with numbers from 1 
to 20 forwards and 
backwards. 
I am beginning to place 
numbers in order up to 20. 
I can identify missing numbers 
in a number line 1 - 20 
I can say which number is one 
more or one less than a given 
number up to 20. 
I can compare quantities up to 
10 recognizing when one 
quantity is greater than the 
other quantity 
I can compare quantities up to 
10 recognizing when one 
quantity is less than as the 
other quantity. 
I can compare quantities up to 
10 recognizing when one 
quantity is the same as the 
other quantity. 
I can explore and represent 
patterns within numbers up to 
10 
I can identify and represent 
evens and odds within 
numbers up to 10 
I can explore and represent 
double facts up to 10. 
I can share quantities up to 10 
equally. 
 
Shape, space and measures 

knowledge from stories, non-
fiction texts and – when 
appropriate – maps. 

I know that other children 
have different likes and 
dislikes and that they may be 
good at different things. 

I am developing an 
understanding that different 
people have different beliefs, 
attitudes, customs and 
traditions and why it is 
important to treat them with 
respect. 

The Natural World 

I know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around me and 
contrasting environments, 
drawing on my experiences 
and what has been read in 
class 

I understand some important 
processes and changes in the 
natural world around me, 
including the seasons and 
changing states of matter. 

Past and Present 

I know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now, drawing 
upon my experiences and 
what has been read in class 

I understand the past through 
settings, characters and 
events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 

I know the difference between 
past and present events in my 
own life and some reasons 

Through my explorations I can 
find out and make decisions 
about how media and 
materials can be combined 
and changed 

 Being Imaginative and 
Expressive 
 
I can invent, adapt and 
recount narratives and stories 
with peers and my teacher 
 
I can sing a range of well-
known nursery rhymes and 
songs 
 
I can perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate – try to move in 
time with music. 
 
I can represent my own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings through 
design and technology, art, 
music, dance, role play and 
stories. 
 
I can talk about the ideas and 
processes which have led me 
to make music, designs, 
images or products. 
 
I can talk about features of my 
own and others work, 
recognising the differences 
between them and the 
strengths of others. 



I can work and play 
cooperatively and take turns 
with others. 
 
I can form positive 
attachments to adults and 
friendships with peers. 
 
I can show sensitivity to my 
own and to others’ needs. 
 
I can sometimes play group 
games with rules. 
 
I am developing an 
understanding that someone 
else’s point of view can be 
different from mine. 
 
I am beginning to resolve 
minor disagreements through 
listening to others to come up 
with a fair solution. 

 
 

I can spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with 
a letter or letters. 
 
I can spell some common 
exception words for Reception 
 
I can spell some regular 
reception words correctly. 
 
I can write simple sentences 
that I can read. 
 
I can write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read by 
others. 
 
I can write short sentences 
with words with known letter-
sound correspondence using a 
capital letter and full-stop. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I can use everyday language to 
talk about length to compare 
quantities and objects and to 
solve problems. 
I can measure length using 
non-standards units. 
I can use everyday language to 
talk about height to compare 
objects and to solve problems. 
I can measure height using 
non-standards units. 
I can use everyday language to 
talk about weight to compare 
quantities and to solve 
problems. 
I can measure weight using 
non-standards units 
I can use everyday language to 
talk about capacity to 
compare quantities and to 
solve problems. 
I can measure capacity using 
non-standards units 
I can use everyday language to 
talk about position and 
distance to compare and to 
solve problems. 
I can use everyday language 
related to time. 
I can recognise that a 3D 
shape can be made up of 2D 
shapes. 
I can recognise and name 3D 
shapes. (cube, pyramid, 
sphere, cone, cuboid) 

why people’s lives were 
different in the past. 

 

 
 

Hooray for Fish 
 
Bingo game of Hooray for Fish 
– taking turns, following rules 
 
Rainbow Fish – friendships, 
kindness, sharing 

 
Music – how does the music 
make you feel – ocean 
music/sounds 
 
 

Hooray for Fish 
 
Describing fish in the 
story/using new vocabulary. 
 
Vocabulary 
Spotty, stripy, happy, grumpy, 
scary, hairy, shy, thin, twin, 
curly whirly, twisty twirly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hooray for Fish 
 
Shell and spoon races 
 
Moving seaside themed 
objects from one rock pool to 
the other. 
 
 
 
 

Hooray for Fish 
Write like the upside down 
fish – paper on underside of 
table, children choose to write 
‘upside down’. 
 
‘Fish for fish activity’ - Read 
tricky words on fish – catch 
the fish with a magnet 
 

Hooray for Fish 
Fish and chip shop – paying for 
items, recognising coins, 
adding 1ps, 2ps, 5p, 10p 
 
 
Sharing fishes scales between 
fish 
 
 
 

Hooray for Fish 
Water tray, shells, pebbles – 
explore things you find at the 
beach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hooray For Fish 
Make a fish using a paper 
plate, paint and collage 
materials 
 
Create a ‘number fish’ based 
on the illustrations in the book 
 
 
Music – how does the music 
make you feel – ocean 
music/sounds?  
Can you add some movements 
to the music? 
 
 
 



Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
 
Explore the relationships of 
the characters in the book. 
Who would you like to go on 
holiday with and why? 

Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
 
Bag packing activity - Where 
will you go? Why have you 
chosen those things? What 
will it be like there? How will 
you get there? 

Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
 
Fine Motor- Decorate the 
shells using loom bands 
 
 
Gross Motor – Bikes and 
trikes, scooters, didicars. What 
journey can you make? Where 
are you going? 

Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
 
Reading – match the sentence 
to the part of the picture, use 
individual word cards to 
create own sentences 
 
Writing – Write a list of things 
you would take on holiday 

Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
 
Weighing shells and pebbles- 
comparing and ordering in 
weigh order. Vocabulary – 
light/ heavy, lighter/heavier, 
lightest/ heaviest 

Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
 
Can you pack a bag for a trip 
to the seaside? Where will you 
go? Why have you chosen 
those things? 
 
Old photos from different eras 

Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
 
Make ice creams and lollies – 
create cones from paper, use 
lollipop sticks and a range of 
collage materials 
 
Outdoor – make sand castles, 
embellish with natural 
materials including shells and 
pebble. Make flags. 
 
Polydron Vehicles 
 

Rainbow Fish 
 
Create the octopus’ cave in 
pairs or as small groups 

Rainbow Fish 
 
Order the story using cards 
and washing line. Tell the 
story in your own words 
 
Story Masks – act out the 
story 
 
Listen to music – how does it 
make you feel? 

Rainbow Fish 
 
Fine Motor – Sort the plastic 
fish into containers using 
tweezers. Count out amounts 
to match numerals, create 
own sets according to 
patterns/colours on fish 

Rainbow Fish 
 
Writing 
Write a retell of the story 
 
Describe the Rainbow Fish 
 
Reading – story sequence (see 
CL) 

Rainbow Fish 
 
Role play area 
Ice cream parlour – paying for 
items and adding money. 
Recognising coins. 

Rainbow Fish 
 
Ramps, balls – how far will 
your ball roll? 
 
 

Rainbow Fish 
 
Create a rainbow fish using 
circles of tissue, shiny paper, 
a4 paper 
 
Celery printing – create a 
rainbow fish 
 
Role play area 
Ice cream parlour – paying for 
items and adding money. 
Recognising coins. 
 
Create an underwater world – 
water tray outside  
Plastic sea creatures, natural 
items such as shells 

Clumsy Crab 
 
Accepting who we are, 
resilience, recognising 
strengths in ourselves and 
others, self-belief, positive 
mind-set. 

Clumsy Crab 
Home Corner – talk about 
ways to be safe. 
 
Outdoor – hide the sea animal 
and describe to your friend 
where it is. 

Clumsy Crab 
Fine Motor 
Threading seaside themed 
pictures 
 
Gross Motor 
Hide and Seek 
 
Moving like a crab 
 
 

Clumsy Crab 
Reading – match the 
alliterative words together 
 
Writing – Retell the story 
using their own words 

Clumsy Crab 
 
Capacity 
How many cups of water do 
you need to float the boat to 
the top of the vessel? (link to 
UW) 

Clumsy Crab 
 
Bubble blowing - Create the 
best bubbles – investigate 
different solutions, hula hoop 
bubbles 
 
Metal Detectors – can you find 
the metal objects?  

Clumsy Crab 
 
Handprint crabs, using real 
sand and watercolours 
 
Instruments – can you make a 
sound to match words from 
the story? 

What the ladybird heard at 
the seaside 
Who was the hero…ladybird, 
sealion or teamwork? 
 

What the ladybird heard at 
the seaside 
Are mermaids real? Would we 
find them in oceans around 
our country? 

What the ladybird heard at 
the seaside 
Using scissors - Different 
materials to test which is 
easier to cut. Categorise and 
sort. 

What the ladybird heard at 
the seaside 
English input - The plan – how 
are they going to stop Hefty 
Hugh and Lanky Len from 
taking the mermaid’s hair? 

What the ladybird heard at 
the seaside 
Positional language – play 
barrier game, pair of children. 
One places the ladybird onto 
their seaside scene, describes 
the position. Can the partner 
place their ladybird in the 
matching spot? 

What the ladybird heard at 
the seaside 
Categorise animals that live in 
the ocean. 
 
Water tray – 
seaweed/rockpool 
 

What the ladybird heard at 
the seaside 
Silhouette art – sunsets using 
paint and sponges – mix red 
and yellow to create shades of 
orange. Or you can choose a 
blue/green/black sponge wash 
to create a night time scene 
with stars. Cut silhouettes e.g. 



 

 

lighthouses, whale, sea lion, 
and crab. 

 

The Sea Saw 
Loss 
Growing up/link to transition 
Resilience 
Empathy 
Kindness 

The Sea Saw 
Wonderful world area – 
Photos off wall of children as 
babies – children use them to 
talk about the passage of time 
in their own lifetimes. Mirrors 

The Sea Saw 
Playing at the beach. 
Bats and balls, mats, beanbags 

The Sea Saw 
 
LOST poster – of the era of the 
story, old fashioned text 
Create a poster to find the 
bear 

The Sea Saw 
Sequencing activity – sort the 
pictures from when we are 
babies through to when we 
are old. 

The Sea Saw 
Passage of time/aging 
How long ago was the story 
set? How things have 
changed. 
Compare items e.g. old 
phone/new phone 
 
Compare real items e.g. cast 
iron iron/ modern iron 
 
See CL 

The Sea Saw 
 
Observational drawing. 
Bring in your teddy, draw it! 
 
 

  Foley Fitness Week? Sun 
Safety? 
 
Beach Bowls/volley 
ball/skittles 
 
 

Write weekend news 
 
Story time story – House 
through time 
The Big Sea (poem) - Martin 
Waddell 

 End of Year  
Teddy Bears Picnic  
 
Beach area in outdoor area – 
bunting, deckchairs, sand 

 


